sometimes with man. Impatience with God it is when
the man grumbles against the pains of Hell, or
against poverty, or loss of chattels, or against rain or
tempest; or else complains that scoundrels prosper,
or else that good men have adversity. And all these
things should men suffer patiently, for they come by
the right judgment and ordinance of God. Sometimes
grumbling comes of avarice; as Judas complained of
the Magdalen when she anointed the head of Our
Lord Jesus Christ with her precious ointment. This
murmuring is such as when a man grumbles at good
that he himself has done, or that other folk do with
their wealth. Sometimes murmuring comes of pride;
as when Simon the Pharisee murmured against the
Magdalen when she approached Jesus Christ and
wept at His feet for her sins. And sometimes grum-
bling arises out of envy; as when men discover a
man's secret weakness, or swear of him a thing that
is false. Murmuring, too, is often found among serv-
ants, who grumble when their masters bid them to
do lawful things; and for as much as they dare not
openly gainsay the commands of their masters, yet do
they speak evilly of them and grumble and murmur
privately, for very spite; which words men call the
Devil's Paternoster, though the Devil never had a
Paternoster, save that vulgar folk give these murmur-
ings that name. Sometimes grumbling comes of anger
or privy hate, that nurtures rancour in its heart, as I
shall hereafter set forth. Then comes bitterness of
heart, through which bitterness every good deed of
one's neighbour seems to one to be but bitter and
unsavoury. Then comes discord, which undoes all
friendship. Then comes spite, as when a man seeks
occasion to annoy his neighbour, though he do never
so well. Then comes accusation, as when a man seeks
occasion to offend his neighbour, which is like the
guile of the Devil, who watches both night and day
to accuse us alL Then comes malignity, through
which a man annoys his neighbour privately, i£ toe
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